-~

\

[ 22 ]

tional damages ; fdr whatever the nation is forced to expend in re-
covering its 1ighe, is a lofs, which is accafioned by the fault of the-
enemy, who withholds thar right, |

. ¢¢ As the nation therefore acquires property in the goods which
1t takes from theenemy, to the amount of the orizinal damages
thac occafion the war, and of the frefh damages that zrc d ac in
the war; fo, upon the fame principle, it a.quires property in what
it takes, ‘as an equjvalent tor the current expences that are made
in carrying on tae war.” ' .

We are 1aclined to think the authorities cited will convince our
people of the right they have to leize and corfifcate Britith property
in their power, :

The policy of the meafure depends on opinion, We think it
impolitic to lcad our conftituents with taxes, and convinced that
they cannot pay what is really rcceffary to carry on the war, with-

- out felling part of theie*property to raife the money, we thought

found policy ditated the propriety of firft felling the property of
9ur enemicg. ’ ' T

- We muft now beg leave fo far to_intrade on your honours time
and patience, 23 to make a few ftri¢tures on your arguments, or
rather obje®ions to the bill. Permit us to difculs them with that

- sempers;and difpofition their importaince and weight may require.

It is_made an argument by your honours againft thé confifca-
tion of Britifh properiy, ¢ that it may be made a preliminary ar-
ticle of the peace, that it be frcured to the prefent (or, as we would
rather fay, original) owners.” It has been an argument with other
ftates, and itas alfo an argument with uws, why it fheald be con-

fifcated, that it may not be in the power of the encmy to makeit

a preliminary article ; for while it remains in its prefent ftate, 1t
13 poflible that it may be given up, but when confifcated and ap-
plicd, it would be evident that it is impoflible,  Other flates
have made i impofiible' with regard to them ; and fhall this ftate

‘Teave it poflible with regard to Ler alone? If the giving up this

property wonld purchafe peace, fhall we alone be at the expence
to purenafe it? Nay, by her hefitation to confilcate this property,
will fhe alone be the means ot continging the war ? For your ho.
nburs muft be fenfible, that a want of refolution implies weakncfs,

and from this timidity and half-way temper of our counfels, the -
enemy will be encoaraged to perfevere longér than they had pro-

_pofed to do; fo that however we admire the “moderation, yet we

‘would otherwife ‘have ¢

‘cannot approve the policy of your honours, in thus inviting the

enemy to make that a preliminary "article, which it is poflible
l{aped them. . C}_cx"tiigly i they confider,
which- undoubtedly they muft do, that we’ have ‘a night to be

 indemnified for the expences of the gvgr{f{ilﬁ;fot the ‘dcvgﬂéiinzil} |




